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The aim of the study is to examine the complex dynamics of preserving and transmitting
national cultural values in the modern system of intercultural communication in times of war. The
study examines the challenges and prospects that arise in this process. The analysis reveals the
core role of language, symbols and cultural markers in the transmission of basic values. It also
examines the importance of foreign language, intercultural skills and intercultural understanding
in facilitating this transfer. The article highlights the obstacles faced by the protection of cultural
values due to cultural clashes and conflicts arising from intercultural interaction. It also presents
strategies and initiatives, including educational approaches, as well as real-life examples of
successful programs and activities aimed at preserving and effectively transferring national
cultural property. The scientific novelty of the article lies in identifying the features and ways
of preserving and transmitting national cultural values through intercultural communication,
which is especially relevant and extremely important in the context of the russian-Ukrainian war.
While previous studies have addressed individual elements of this topic, this article synthesizes
historical, cultural and contemporary perspectives to offer a holistic understanding of the issues at
hand. Conclusions. The study emphasizes that Ukraine’s cultural heritage is a tool of diplomacy
for gaining international support. Various events, exhibitions, and exchanges are organized to
showcase Ukraine's rich cultural heritage and build alliances with other countries. The use of digital
platforms for sharing and preserving cultural materials increases their reach. Engaging young
people through educational programs ensures the long-term transmission of cultural values. It
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has been noted that English is undoubtedly one of the most important means of communication.
It not only strengthens our ability to communicate with people from different cultures but also
bridges the gap between them. Therefore, learning foreign languages is becoming an important
tool in Ukraine's efforts to demonstrate its rich cultural heritage internationally.

= Keywords: national cultural values; intercultural communication; cultural identity;
globalization; cultural heritage; foreign language

= Introduction

In our increasingly interconnected world, the preservation and transmission of
cultural values are paramount. For Ukraine, a nation with a rich and diverse cultural
heritage, this task carries unique significance. Ukraine’s tumultuous history, marked
by periods of independence and foreign domination, has forged a resilient people
deeply rooted in their national identity. However, in the face of contemporary chal-
lenges such as globalization, mass migration, and ongoing conflicts, the preservation
and transmission of Ukrainian cultural values have taken on renewed urgency.

This article embarks on a profound exploration of the multifaceted process of
preserving and transmitting national Ukrainian cultural values within the complex mi-
lieu of intercultural communication. The primary focus is to elucidate the challenges
and opportunities inherent in this endeavour, shedding light on the intricacies of cul-
tural exchange in an interconnected world. The examination of Ukraine’s experience
offers insights that extend beyond its borders and resonate with any culture grappling
with similar issues.

= Analysis of previous studies

During the course of our study, we have analyzed various scientific works related
to Ukrainian culture, its identity, and the evaluation of our country’s cultural heritage.
We have given special emphasis to the present cultural heritage and the significant
role played by Ukrainian culture on a global scale (Redkina, 2023; Kulyk, 2023).
The analysis of modern methods and techniques of learning foreign languages
(Onishchuk et al., 2020), taking into account the sociological and psychological char-
acteristics of students to choose the most optimal ones for modern young people
of the new generation (Onishchuk et al., 2020; Humeniuk & Blyznyuk, 2022). Spe-
cial attention was given to scientific research on intercultural communication (Mara,
2021; Krotik & Morhun, 2021), its development in University (Holubnycha et al.,
2021), various approaches to it, and the development of intercultural competence in
language acquisition (Bagui & Adder, 2020).

= The aim of the study
The aim of the study is to comprehensively examine the multifaceted process of
preserving and transmitting Ukrainian cultural values within the dynamic context of
intercultural communication; and to explore the various challenges, both historical
and contemporary, that Ukraine faces in preserving and transmitting its rich cultural
values in an increasingly interconnected and multicultural world. We aim to empha-
size the importance of preserving and transmitting cultural values as a means of
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maintaining national identity and promoting intercultural understanding. Through this
study, we aim to contribute to the broader discourse on cultural preservation and in-
tercultural communication, offering a nuanced understanding of the unique Ukrainian
experience while addressing universal themes of cultural identity and exchange in an
increasingly interconnected world.

Study results

The russian-Ukrainian war, which began in 2014, has had a profound and com-
plex influence on the cultural and national values of Ukraine. Conflict zones have
been particularly vulnerable to the destruction of cultural heritage sites and artefacts.
Following Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine on 24 February 2022, military op-
erations are leading to the destruction of architectural monuments, museums and
historical sites, which could lead to the loss of priceless cultural heritage artefacts.
Important historical documents and archives necessary for understanding the past
are lost. The war leads to the displacement of national minorities from their historical
territories, which can cause a break in the transmission of cultural traditions. The task
of Ukrainians is to preserve their national values and to be able to introduce their
cultural heritage to the world in the face of war.

Throughout the following sections of this article, we will delve deeper into the
specific challenges and opportunities faced by Ukraine in preserving and transmit-
ting its national cultural values. Our exploration will provide valuable insights not
only for scholars and policymakers but also for anyone interested in the interplay of
culture, communication, and identity in our interconnected world. To appreciate the
depth and significance of preserving and transmitting Ukrainian cultural values, one
must first delve into the historical and cultural context that has shaped this nation.
Ukraine’s history is a tapestry of triumphs and tribulations, marked by invasions, oc-
cupations, and a relentless pursuit of independence.

The roots of Ukrainian culture trace back centuries, with influences from Byzan-
tine, Mongol, and Polish civilizations, among others. It is a culture steeped in tradi-
tions, folklore, music, art, and language. Ukrainian culture draws strength from its di-
versity, with distinct regional variations, such as Hutsul, Lemko, and Transcarpathian
traditions, contributing to the nation’s vibrant mosaic.

Despite centuries of adversity and attempts to suppress its identity, Ukraine’s
cultural heritage has endured. The national resurgence in the 19" and 20" centuries,
epitomized by figures like Taras Shevchenko, reflected a deep commitment to pre-
serving and celebrating Ukrainian culture.

Language serves as a foundational pillar in the preservation and transmission of
Ukrainian cultural values. The Ukrainian language, with its rich vocabulary and poetic
nuances, carries the essence of the nation’s identity. Throughout history, language
has been a source of resilience, a means of cultural resistance, and a unifying force
for Ukrainians.

Symbols also play a pivotal role in this context. From the golden trident of Kyivan
Rus to the national emblem of the blue and yellow flag, symbols serve as powerful
representations of Ukraine’s cultural identity. These symbols evoke a sense of pride
and belonging among Ukrainians, transcending linguistic and geographic boundaries.
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In the contemporary world, intercultural communication has become both a chal-
lenge and an opportunity for preserving and transmitting Ukrainian cultural values.
The globalized environment facilitates interactions between cultures like never be-
fore, but it also poses challenges to cultural preservation. Additionally, the digital age
has ushered in new forms of intercultural communication, creating both opportunities
and pitfalls. “The ownership and past development of the Internet also strengthen the
sense of national identity” (Jia & Xin, 2019). The internet allows for the dissemination
of Ukrainian cultural content worldwide, but it also exposes the culture to external
influences that can dilute its authenticity.

Since February 2022, many cultural and artistic activities have taken place
outside Ukraine. Now more than ever, it is important to spread information about
Ukraine and its culture. This is being implemented at different levels (from personal,
institutional to national), in different event formats (one-off events, individual projects,
parts of international forums) and forms (art, analytics, discussions, etc.). Amidst the
challenges, numerous opportunities and strategies have emerged to reinforce the
preservation and transmission of Ukrainian cultural values. Educational initiatives
have been instrumental in promoting cultural awareness and intercultural compe-
tence. Ukrainian cultural centres, both within the country and abroad, serve as hubs
for cultural exchange and preservation.

Language programs and cultural festivals provide platforms for showcasing
Ukrainian traditions to a global audience. Initiatives such as Ukraine Now and Forev-
erhave leveraged contemporary art, music, and film to share the nation’s culture with
the world. The main goal of Ukraine Now and Forever is to draw the world’s attention
to Ukrainian culture and art and further the international community consolidation in
the resistance to russian aggression. Ukrainian Art History is an English-language
Twitter account and art project aimed at promoting Ukrainian art history and exposing
russian appropriation of Ukrainian artists’ names.

The English language, as one of the most widely spoken and studied languag-
es in the world, plays a crucial role in the transmission of cultural heritage across
borders and generations. It serves as a bridge connecting diverse cultures, allowing
people to share knowledge, ideas, and art. In this article section, we will explore how
English facilitates the preservation and dissemination of cultural heritage.

First and foremost, English has evolved into a global lingua franca, employed in
various fields such as science, business, and international relations. This widespread
use of English fosters the transmission of scientific and technical knowledge while
promoting cultural exchange among nations. Through the medium of English, re-
searchers, scientists, and entrepreneurs can exchange expertise, collaborate on pro-
jects, and contribute to the preservation and advancement of cultural achievements.

Secondly, the English language provides access to a wealth of literary works,
films, music, and art on a global scale. Many great works of Ukrainian art and litera-
ture were either created in English or translated into it. This allows individuals from
different countries to immerse themselves in the cultural heritage of Ukraine. Trans-
lating Ukrainian pieces of art into English allows a broader audience to appreciate
the cultural richness and creativity of Ukraine. Here are a few notable examples: Tes-
tament by Taras Shevchenko; The Immortal by Volodymyr Sosiura; Grandmother’s
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Tales by Lesya Ukrainka etc. These translations aim to bring Ukrainian art and cul-
ture to a global audience, showcasing the diversity and creativity of Ukraine’s artistic
heritage.

Furthermore, English serves as a means for people from diverse cultures to
communicate and share their unique cultural traditions and customs. This linguistic
common ground fosters respect and understanding of the rich tapestry of cultural
heritage worldwide. It enables individuals to learn about and appreciate the values,
traditions, and histories of other societies, thus promoting global cultural enrichment.

English also plays a pivotal role in education and academia. “Acquiring cross-
cultural competence is an integral part of modern curricula at all levels of educa-
tion” (Dichek et al., 2021). Many prestigious universities and institutions around the
world offer different courses and programs in English. This facilitates the exchange
of students and scholars from various countries, creating a multicultural learning en-
vironment. These educational exchanges not only preserve cultural diversity but also
contribute to the cross-pollination of ideas, ultimately enriching the world’s collective
cultural heritage. When studying English, it is necessary not only to teach students
intercultural communication but also to equip them with the ability to transmit the val-
ues of national culture to the people of other countries, which is especially important
for Ukraine nowadays.

Once effective methods are now outdated and require significant modernization.
In today’s world, it is essential for foreign language learning to focus on functionality.
Learning a language is no longer just about acquiring knowledge, but rather using
it as a communication means with people from other cultures. “The most active in-
tercultural competence development is received during students’ years when there
is a conscious creation of a personality competent in intercultural communication”
(Holubnycha et al., 2021). Consequently, the primary goal of teaching foreign lan-
guages today is to emphasize the practical application and functional aspects of
the language. To achieve this goal, a solid theoretical foundation is essential. This
foundation can be established by:

- applying the theoretical findings of philology to foreign language teaching
practices;

- theoretically analyzing and generalizing the extensive practical experience of
foreign language teachers.

— providing students with real-world skills to pass on their knowledge of the cul-
tural values of their home country.

When communicating with people from different cultures, it is important to con-
sider their unique national characteristics and thinking patterns. This includes un-
derstanding how they perceive the world around them and the artistic traditions of
their culture. By studying and taking into account these factors, we can improve our
communication skills and strengthen the sociocultural component in our interactions.

Contemporary Approaches to Interdisciplinary Communication

In the rapidly evolving landscape of academia and professional fields, interdisci-
plinary communication has become not only essential but also transformative. Gone
are the days when knowledge was confined to rigid disciplinary boundaries. Today,
the complexities of real-world challenges demand a more dynamic and collaborative

Sarnovska, N., & Rybinska, Y. Foreign Language as a Tool for Preserving and Transmitting National Ukrainian Cultural



THEORY AND HISTORY OF CULTURE

Issues in Cultural Studies ISSN 2410-1311 (Print)
2023 « 42 « 66-74 ISSN 2616-4264 (Online)

approach. In this work, we explored contemporary approaches to interdisciplinary
communication, shedding light on their significance, methods, and impact on various
domains.

Interdisciplinary communication is the linchpin that connects different fields of
knowledge and expertise. It breaks down the barriers that have separated fields such
as the sciences, arts, humanities and technology, fostering collaboration and inno-
vative problem-solving. In an era when global challenges such as climate change,
health crises and socio-economic inequalities require multifaceted solutions, inter-
disciplinary communication is of paramount importance. In our case, during the war
in Ukraine, it is of particular importance. We would like to highlight the following
methods of interdisciplinary communication:

- Collaborative Research: One of the primary methods of interdisciplinary com-
munication is collaborative research. This involves experts from different disciplines
coming together to investigate complex problems. For example, climate scientists
may collaborate with economists to analyze the economic implications of climate
change policies.

- Interdisciplinary Education: Many academic institutions now offer interdisci-
plinary programs that expose students to a diverse range of subjects. This not only
broadens their knowledge base but also cultivates the skills needed for effective
interdisciplinary communication.

- Cross-Disciplinary Conferences: Conferences and seminars that bring togeth-
er experts from various fields facilitate the exchange of ideas and foster interdis-
ciplinary collaboration. These events encourage researchers to think beyond their
specific domains.

- Digital Platforms: The advent of digital communication tools has further facili-
tated interdisciplinary collaboration. Researchers can now connect with peers world-
wide, sharing data, insights, and perspectives effortlessly.

While interdisciplinary communication is undeniably transformative, it comes with
its share of challenges. These include differences in terminology, methodologies,
and communication styles among various disciplines. However, these challenges
can be overcome through effective communication and a willingness to bridge these
gaps. In the future, interdisciplinary communication is poised to become even more
integral. As the boundaries between disciplines continue to blur, the need for indi-
viduals who can navigate these intersections will grow. Interdisciplinary thinkers and
communicators will be at the forefront of addressing complex global issues, making
our world a more interconnected and innovative place. Contemporary approaches
to interdisciplinary communication have become indispensable in today’s complex
world. They facilitate collaboration, drive innovation, and offer holistic solutions to
multifaceted challenges. By embracing interdisciplinary communication, we can un-
lock the full potential of human knowledge and expertise, paving the way for a bright-
er and more interconnected future.

= Conclusions

The study has highlighted the importance of cooperation with international organ-
izations and partners to preserve and promote Ukrainian culture in the world. Using
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digital platforms to publish and preserve cultural materials makes them accessible
to a wider audience. Ukrainian communities and activists can use their knowledge
and resources to preserve cultural property through education, exhibitions and other
initiatives. Engaging young people through educational programs and initiatives can
ensure the long-term transmission of cultural values to the next generation. The Eng-
lish language plays a key role in the transmission of cultural heritage, allowing commu-
nication and exchange between different cultures. However, it is important to use this
tool wisely, celebrating the diversity of indigenous languages to ensure the inclusivity
of global cultural heritage. The work has emphasized the importance of learning a for-
eign language to promote the country’s culture and history globally. This demonstrates
Ukraine’s commitment to preserving and transmitting its rich cultural values. Ukraine’s
cultural heritage, rooted in a storied history, continues to thrive despite modern chal-
lenges. By navigating the complexities of intercultural communication, Ukraine demon-
strates the potential to preserve and enrich culture in a globalized world.
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Mema cmammi — BVWBYATW CKNaHy OMHaMiKy 30epexeHHsi Ta nepenadvi HauioHarbHUX
KYNBTYPHUX LIHHOCTEW y Cy4acHili CUCTEMI MiXKKYNBTYPHOT KOMYHIKaLLii B yMOBaX BiHW. Y OCTIAKEHHI
PO3IMAAAIOTECS BUKMUKMA Ta NEPCNeKTUBW, SKi BUHMKaKOTb Y LbOMY mpoueci. AHani3 poskpviBae
KMIOYOBY POfib MOBM, CUMMBOFIB i KyNbTYPHUX MapkepiB y nepefadi 6a3oBux LHHOCTEN. Takox
pPO3rMsiAaETLCSA BAXKIMBICTD iIHO3EMHOI MOBU, MibKKYTIETYPHUX HABUYOK i MDKKYIIETYPHOMO PO3YMiHHSI
Y CNpWSHHI LbOMY TpaHcdepy. Y CTaTTi BUCBITIIOOTLCA NEPELLKoam, 3 SKMM CTUKAETLCS 3axuUCT
KYNbTYPHUX LIHHOCTEN Yepes 3iTKHEHHS i KOHMMIKTU, WO BWMHMKaIOTb BHACMIOOK MKKYMBTYPHOI
B3aEMO/Ii, a TakoX NpeacTaBneHi cTpaTterii Ta iHiLiaTMBK, 30KpeMa OCBITHI Nigxoawn, peanbHi
NpYKnagn ycnilwHMX nporpam i 3axodiB, CNpsIMOBaHMX Ha 36epexxeHHs 1 edeKTMBHY nepedady
HaLioHanbHWX KyNbTYPHUX LiHHOCTEN. Haykosa HO8U3Ha CTaTTi nonsrae y BUSBMEHHI ocobnueocTei
i wnaxis 36epexeHHs Ta nepefadi HaUiOHANbHUX KYNbTYPHUX LiHHOCTEN Yepe3 MiKKYMbTYpHY
KOMYHiKaL,it0, LLIO € 0COBMMBO aKTyanbHUM | BKpal BaXIBMM B YMOBAX POCIACHKO-YKPAiHCHKOT BiIHW.
Xoua B nonepeaHix AOCMIMKEHHAX BUCBITIIOBANMCS OKPEMi EMEMEHTU OKPECTIEHOI TEMU, LS CTaTTS
CVHTE3YyE ICTOPUYHI, KyNbTYpHI Ta CyvacHi NepcrnekTvBK, Wob 3anponoHyBaTh LinicHe pOo3yMiHHS
MUTaHb, L0 PO3MAAATLCS. BucHosKu. Y AOCNImMKEHHI MiAKPECTIOETLCS, Lo KyMbTypHa cnafLumHa
YkpaiHu € iIHCTpyMEeHTOM Aunnomarii Ans OTPUMaHHS MiKHapO4HOT NIATPUMKM. Pi3HOMaHITHI 3axoau,
BUCTaBK/M Ta OOMIHM OpraHi3oBylOTbCH, 06 npodeMoHcTpyBaTy GaraTy KynbTypHy ChafLmHy
YKpaiHn Ta CTBOPUTU anbsHCK 3 iHWMMK KpaiHaMu. BukopucTanHs umdpoBmx nnatgopm Ans
0bOMiHy Ta 30epexeHHs KynbTypHUX matepianiB 36inbluye iXHI0 cepy NOLWMPEHHS. 3anyyeHHs
monogi Yepe3 OCBiTHI nporpamMu 3abesnedye OOBroTpuBany nepeaavy KynbTypHUX LiHHOCTEN.
3asHayeHo, WO aHmicbka MoBa, 6€3 CyMHIBY, € OQHMM i3 HAMBaXXNUBILLMX 3aCObIB KOMYHiKaLlji.
BoHa He nuLle 3MiUHIOE Hally 34aTHICTb CINKyBaTUCS 3 NIOAbBMU 3 Pi3HUX KYNbTYp, ane v gonae
pO3pUB MK HUMW. TOMY BMBYEHHS iHO3EMHWUX MOB CTae BaXVMBUM iHCTPYMEHTOM Yy MparHeHHi
YkpaiHn NpogeMOoHCTPpyBaTL CBOK Garaty KynbTypHY CnafLimMHy Ha MiKHApOAHOMY PiBHi.

" Knrovoei crioea: HaLioHanbHi KynbTYpHi LIHHOCTI; MDKKYNbTYpHa KOMYHiKawisl; KynbTypHa

iAeHTWYHICTb; rmobanisauisi; KynsTypHa cnaflwuHa; iHo3emMHa MoBa
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